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attend. The Republicans numbered 73 per cent, of
the Representatives elected. Dail Eireann assembled,
and on 2ist January the Declaration of Independence
was formally made. This was the constitutional birth
of the Republic.
For the first six months both sides marked time.
Ireland hoped her position would be referred to the
Peace Conference. A large number of Irish officers,
including the General who had commanded the i6th
Division in the War, appealed to the British Govern-
ment to take this way. General Gough, who had
headed the resignations at the Curragh in 1914, was
now on the side of those Irish Nationalists who had
served under him in France, and who asked to have
applied to their country those principles for which
they had been fighting overseas. There was really
little crime in Ireland. Passive resistance was the
order of the day, and people were trying to secure the
release of those in prison on suspicion of complicity in
' the German Plot * of whose existence there has never
been any satisfactory proof.1
Mr. de Valera made a dramatic escape from Lincoln
Prison, and at last there was a general release of
prisoners. Then Dail Eireann met again, Mr. de Valera
was elected President, and a responsible Cabinet formed.
Constance had kept in touch with industrial matters
since her release from prison in 1917, and was much
trusted by Liberty Haft, consequently it was natural
that she should be chosen Minister for Labour in
this Government. She did excellent work during the
year she was in office. I remember her showing me,
with real pride, a list of disputes she had been instru-
mental in settling. All the time she was in prison she
had been reading general economic literature and thinks
ing deeply on these subjects, I know, and when she
1 Constance was in Holloway on this charge.